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 Image Credit: NOAA NMFS SWFSC Antarctic Marine Living Resources (AMLR) Program

Sea ice is frozen ocean water that is 
typically covered with snow for most 
of the year. It’s important because it 
helps us moderate global climate and 

keeps the polar regions cool. Read 
about what it’s like to be chief 

scientist for the National Ice Center: 
scijinks.gov/ice-center
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Winter Solstice
(winter begins)

ATS-1 weather 
satellite was 
launched (1966)

Ozone-measuring 
NOAA-9 satellite was 
launched (1984)

The first polar-orbiting 
environmental 
satellite, NOAA-1, was 
launched (1970)

Orville and Wilbur 
Wright made the first 
powered flight after 
consultation with the 
U.S. Weather Bureau 
(1903)

Endangered Species 
Act enacted in 1973. 
A NOAA partnership 
allows scientists to 
use satellites to track 
certain endangered 
animals.Christmas Day


